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Tripp School

The Tripp School in Vernon Township was located on the east side of Route 21, one mile north of Deerfield Road. It was
located in this general location from the 1840s to 1979.

The original Tripp School was a log house built as a dwelling at the "back" of the Francis Tripp farm. The students sat on
benches, the older children having a bench and a desk, and the heat source was a fireplace at one end of the building.

On August 15, 1848, Tripp sold a small portion of his land along Route 21 to the school district for $10.

Parents paid 50 cents per scholar/per term to send their
children to the school. The teacher, generally female, was paid from this money.

In 1912, the school's frame building was lifted and a basement put under it, an entryway added and a furnace installed. The
remodeled school is shown below in 1918.

Interior view of the Tripp School's classroom, 1918.



A map of Vernon Township was drawn by Tripp School students in 1918.
The communities of Half Day, Prairie View and Aptakisic are shown, now all absorbed into Lincolnshire and Buffalo Grove.
The Tripp School is indicated at the bottom right. Note there are four other schools on the map, all within a few miles of each
other.

In 1912, there were 92 one-room schools in the county. But by this time, the popularity of the “rural” schools was waning in
favor of larger, more completely equipped schools with teachers specializing in subject areas rather than one teacher
teaching all subject areas. Some of the one-room schools had as few as ten students, and it was considered cheaper to bus
them a few miles down the road to the larger “central” schools than to maintain smaller, separate schools.



Seventh and eighth graders of the Tripp School, 1918, are
from left to right: Ruth Rockenbach, Louis Steen, Lillian Seiler, Maudesse Nitzer, and Molly Seiler.

The Tripp School continued until 1957 when it was consolidated into Aptakisic-Tripp Elementary School District 102. For a
time the historic building was used as an American Legion hall, but in 1978 it was scheduled to be burned for firefighting
practice by the Vernon Fire Protection District.

Thankfully, a group of concerned local citizens rallied to save this chapter of their community's heritage. In 1979, the building
was re-located by William Boyd and Phil Spinuzza, and is now being used as an antiques shop at the Sale Barn Square
antiques center at 971 N. Milwaukee Avenue (Route 21) in Wheeling.
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Today the district is housed in two kindergarten though fourth grade buildings (Tripp and Pritchett
Elementary Schools), Meridian Middle School grades five and six, and Aptaksic Junior High School grades
seven through eight. Aptakisic-Tripp CCSD 102 covers approximately seven square miles in southern
Lake County, Illinois. District 102 serves students from Buffalo Grove, Prairie View, and unincorporated
sections of Deerfield and Wheeling, and is a feeder district to Adlai E. Stevenson High School. The
student population for the 2010-2011 school year was approximately 2,032 students.



